
Candidate Profile
2023 FLS Executive Board Election

Nominee For:  Member At Large

Term Ending:  November 2025

Name:  
Mary Giardini (Incumbent)
Olean (Chautauqua-Cattaraugus Library System)

Present Position:  
! Advancement and Communications Coordinator and Database Administrator,

Mt. Irenaeus, Franciscan Mountain Retreat, West Clarksville, NY
! High School Equivalency Test Coordinator, Cattaraugus Allegany BOCES
! FLS Member At Large
! Friends of the Library of Olean, Board Member and Special Events Chair

Work and Volunteer Experience:
• Full time for Mt. Irenaeus, Franciscan Mountain Retreat, in West Clarksville, NY as the

Advancement and Communications Coordinator and Database Administrator. I focus mainly on
fundraising, working with our constituents, and keeping an accurate, clean database of thousands
of people. 

• Part time at Cattaraugus Allegany BOCES as the High School Equivalency Test Coordinator. I help
adult learners earn their high school equivalency diploma. 

• Previously an elementary education teacher for 8 years and taught middle/high school Spanish for
5 years.  

Education: 
St. Bonaventure University; 
• BS in Elementary Education and Spanish
• MS in Literacy, Birth-Grade 6

Activities and Affiliations: 
• Friends of the Library of Olean, Board Member and Special Events Chair
• Allegany Engine Company Auxiliary
• St. Bonaventure University Campus Ministries

Position Statement:
For the past year, I have been a member of the Friends of Libraries Section of NYLA. During that
time, I have had the opportunity to meet and work with some of the most passionate people and
they have challenged me to take on new roles and responsibilities. I have been a presenter and a
presider at the NYLA conference, worked on committees and attended in-person and virtual board
meetings.  

Last July, I was asked to be a member of the Randal Enos Scholarship Committee. I took an active
role where I used my nearly 15 years of fundraising experience to help the committee establish
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solicitation guidelines.  

In November, I attended the NYLA Conference where I was a room presider and I had the
opportunity to meet so many people with the same interests as I have – a love for libraries and all a
library should stand for. From the trade show and making valuable contacts, to speakers on topics
such as intellectual freedom and freedom of speech, and workshops on how to grow a local friends
group, all were very worthwhile and let me bring back invaluable information to my corner of New
York State.  

Reading has always been a passion of mine and I would love to continue to have the opportunity to
bring that passion to others with the help of local libraries.  I feel that Friends groups are there to
help support the library and all of the very important services (and fun!) that they supply to their
patrons.  

The broad goal of the Friends of Libraries Section is to connect and inspire others to become active
participants in their local library. It is my goal to continue working with libraries by using my
experience with communications to broadcast the offerings of the public libraries and, most
especially, in fundraising and organization to help fund a variety of programs to meet the
ever-changing needs of our society. I could see that my skills would most closely align with helping to
organize/host events and meetings and applying my skills with technology where needed – but I will
happily pitch in and help with anything asked of me. I very much look forward to continuing to help
others as a Member at Large for the Friends of Libraries Section.
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